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Maison Tardieu Laurent - Chateauneuf du Pape -

Vieilles Vignes
AOC Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Vallée du Rhéne, France

Un Vin surprenant !

LE MILLESIME

Les conditions climatiques plutét chaudes des derniers millésimes pouvaient conduire a
imaginer que le millésime 2008 serait dans la méme lignée: eh bien, non ! 2008 sera d’un
style que I'on pensait révolu, issu d’'une vendange froide a trés froide, aux maturités trés
lentes. Les pluies de printemps n’ont pas facilité la tache, avec du mildiou, lequel a causé
la perte d’une partie de la récolte.

L’été, assez froid, sans chaleurs excessives, n’a pas “forcé” le raisin a mdrir rapidement,
comme cela avait été le cas dans les millésimes précédents.

Début septembre, un passage pluvieux est venu ajouter a la complexité de ce millésime,
avec de fortes pluies, principalement dans le nord de la Vallée du Rhéne. Et pourtant,
quand les raisins étaient dans un état sanitaire impeccable, ils ont parfaitement supporté
cette période. Ces raisins dans un état sanitaire impeccable se trouvent chez les
meilleurs Vignerons.

Ces mémes Vignerons ont alors pleinement bénéficié, a partir de la mi-septembre, d’'une
longue période favorable, trés fraiche mais ensoleillée. Les Vendanges s’achévent donc
sur un sourire, et sur un potentiel qualitatif tout a fait respectable.

TERROIR
Le haut de la Crau, Le Grés d’'Orange.

ELEVAGE
Fats neufs et fats d’'un Vin - Allier et Trongais.

VINIFICATION
100% égrappé.

CEPAGES DONNEES TECHNIQUES
Grenache 90%, Syrah 10% Age moyen des vignes: Grenache 80 ans

et plus, Syrah plus de 30 ans. ans
14,5% % VOL.

Mise en bouteille: Sans filtration.

DEGUSTATION
Tanins trés mirs et bouche opulente. Grande longueur en bouche, équilibre parfait...
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92/100

"The only question with this wine is whether it might be too much of a good thing. It's full bodied and
densely concentrated, with oaky notes of toasted almond and vanilla layered over plummy fruit,
finishing warm and lush. Hedonistic to the max."

Joe Czerwinsky, Wine Enthusiast, 01/10/2011

92/100

"A dense, concentrated, and muscular ‘08 that still needs a couple of years to round into shape, the
2008 Tardieu-Laurent Chateauneuf-du-Pape Vieilles Vignes is a blend of 90% old vine Grenache and
10% Syrah that was aged in new and 1-year-old French oak. It sports a semi-opaque, blood red color
to go with smoky, complex notes of mulled cherries, hoisin sauce, toasted spice, rolled stone, and beef
jerky-like aromas on the nose. This is followed by a medium+ bodied wine that shows solid
concentration, ripe fruit, solid tannin, and vibrant, racy acidity that carries in to a lengthy finish. Where
a lot of ‘08s should be consumed in their first 5’ish years of life, this should continue to improve for 2-3
years and have a solid decade or longer of prime drinking after that."

Jeb Dunnuck, The Rhone Report, 01/09/2011

90/100

"Opaque ruby. Sexy aromas of black raspberry, spice cake, garrigue and rose, with a touch of smoky
minerals adding lift. Deeper and more serious on the palate, which offers bitter cherry and blackberry
flavors that are given spine by juicy acidity. Fine-grained and silky on the persistent finish, which
repeats the spice and floral notes. This has lost the firm edge that | found last year and should drink
well young."

Josh Raynolds, Stephen Tanzers International Wine Cellar, 01/04/2011

94/100

"Large-scaled but beautifully rendered, with a dense core of Black Mission fig, blackberry and black
currant fruit woven together with suave espresso, chocolate, maduro tobacco and Lapsang Souchong
tea notes. Accessible now, but should cruise for a while."

James Molesworth, Wine Spectator, 15/10/2010

16/20

"Dark brownish crimson with a pale rim. Very, very ripe — actually it smells overripe — quite a triumph
for 2008?! Not fresh enough for my taste, though | can see why someone would want to show that
wines like this were possible in a year like 2008. Very drying tannins on the finish. Just not enough life
and vivacity for me. More like cough medicine. Very sweet, with a hot finish. It’s certainly dramatic and
some will love it but | wonder whether it will ever be perfectly balanced.”

Jancis Robinson
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