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Maison Tardieu Laurent - Chateauneuf du Pape -

Cuveée Spéciale
AOC Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Vallée du Rhéne, France

Sensual and perfumed, this Cuvée once more stands apart, thanks to its re?nement,

its mellow tannins, its aromatic complexity... and thanks to an energy which goes
beyond the standards. De?nitely a “must keep” in your Cellars !

THE VINTAGE

IIndisputable and obvious consequences of a climatic change?

The Rhone vineyard has experienced in the last two years, two extreme, paradoxical and
diametrically opposite vintages. 2021, frosty, cool and rainy. 2022 excessively dry and sunny.
This observation leaves us perplexed and wondering about the future of the vineyards.

Our overall assessment of the first juices was more severe, but certainly more objective than
those of our colleagues, describing the vintage as one of the most qualitative of the last five
years.

Of course 2022, has some wonderful surprises in store for us but also its fair share of
disappointments.

As a matter of fact, the “Great Valley” had to go through a lot of climatic pitfalls during the
season. Due to the intense, previously unseen and unprecedented drought.

Once again, the resilience of the vine in the face of these climatic hazards, commands our
respect and admiration. But up until which point?

As so often, may be too much to our liking, everything hangs by a thread. The mid-august
and September rain more or less intense, had the salvaging effect on the sectors where the
point of no return, water stress and the balance had not yet been reached.

This 2022 vintage is also indeniably marked by a strong heterogeneity between the
appellations but also at the heart of the same appellation. Tastings at producers are
primordial for amateurs. Our meticulous work of selection will have even more meaning this
year and will reveal our know-how!

TERROIR
Bas de la Crau.

TYPE OF SOIL
Sand.

AGEING
12 months in two and three vintages barrels - Allier et Trongais. Then 12 months in foudre.

WINEMAKING
100% non destemmed.

VARIETALS TECHNICAL DATA
Grenache 99%, Autre 1% Age of vines: More than 100 years old
14,5% % VOL.

Bottling: Without fining and filtration.

SERVING
14°C
Decant 2 hours before tasting. 1/2
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TASTING

Maison Tardieu Laurent - Chateauneuf du Pape - Cuvée Spéciale

Shaped like a Bourgogne ! Clear color, intense nose on the faded rose and the peony. The mouth is chiselled, quite in
restraint. Worth forgetting for a good decade !

REVIEWS AND AWARDS

JEBDUNNUCK

Wine Spectator
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97/100

"The 2022 Chateauneuf Du Pape Cuvee Speciale is on another level, with a blockbuster perfume of ripe
black cherries, melted licorice, jus de viande, lavender, and roasted garrigue. A rich, opulent style of
Chéateauneuf du Pape, it brings full-bodied richness while staying graceful, weightless, and flawlessly
balanced, with ripe tannins and incredible length. This tour de force 2022 should be snatched up by savvy
readers and enjoyed over the coming 15 years or so."

Jeb Dunnuck, Jeb Dunnuck, 29/10/2024

93/100

"Dark, brooding and large in scale, with dark fig and macerated plum edged in graphite and grippy tannins.
A powerful, densely packed version, offering intriguing notes of warm earth, lavender and spiced fruitcake,
plus a cherry liqueur—like character on the rich palate. Muscular in feel, this needs some time to unfurl.
Grenache and Mourvedre."

Wine Spectator, 28/02/2025

94/100

"A solid, well-built and fine-tuned Chateauneuf-du-Pape with layers and focus. It shows notes of sweet
cherries, ripe blackcurrants, grilled thyme, baking spices and a touch of porcini mushroom. It's full-bodied
with fine, firm tannins. Compact and well framed with a caressing texture to the vivid and solid character.
Plenty of drive here, with a dense, peppery and long finish."

James Suckling, James Suckling, 17/06/2024
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